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		HARRISBURG – The state Senate today approved a resolution introduced by Sen. Doug Mastriano (R-33)  calling on the governor to deploy the Pennsylvania National Guard along Texas’s southern border with Mexico as part of Operation Lone Star.

“Pennsylvania families are being harmed by the influx of immigrants and illegal drugs resulting from lax federal border security measures,” Mastriano said. “States are working together to make up for the federal government’s failure on this important issue.”

Pennsylvanians have an interest in protecting our nation’s southern border and preventing an influx of immigrants and illegal drugs from reaching our communities,” said Mastriano, who serves as chairman of the committee. “Some of the fentanyl that is killing our kids is arriving from Mexico.”

The Senate approved Mastriano’s Senate Resolution 251, which calls on Gov. Josh Shapiro to offer the services of the Pennsylvania National Guard to the state of Texas.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott initiated Operation Lone Star in March 2021 in response to the unprecedented rise in illegal immigration. Operation Lone Star personnel work to detect and repel illegal crossings, arrest human smugglers and cartel gang members, and stop the flow of deadly drugs like fentanyl.

In May 2023, Abbott sent letters to governors requesting support for Operation Lone Star. So far, 14 states – Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Idaho, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming – have responded and deployed personnel and resources to secure the border. 

According to a 2023 report, at least 251,000 illegal immigrants reside in Pennsylvania with an annual burden of more than $1.6 billion on taxpayers.

Illegal immigration costs Pennsylvania taxpayers more than this year’s state budget allocated for the departments of Agriculture, Community and Economic Development, Conservation and Natural Resources, Drug and Alcohol Programs, Environmental Protection, Health, Military and Veterans Affairs, Transportation, Labor and Industry, and State, and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency combined. The cost of illegal immigration is more than double the size of the increase in spending for the Department of Education in this year’s state budget.

Constituents of the 33rd Senatorial District can learn more about Mastriano by visiting his website at SenatorMastriano.com or following him on Facebook at Facebook.com/SenatorDougMastriano. 

Media contact: Josh Herman

717-787-4651
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		HARRISBURG – Senate President Pro Tempore Kim Ward (R-Westmoreland) issued the following statement calling on Gov. Josh Shapiro to support efforts to secure our nation’s border with Operation Lone Star:

“Every day, our nation’s border remains open, our country is being undermined by our global adversaries and our national security is put at risk. The safety of our families, homes, bank accounts and way of living is weakened by the financial uncertainty and national security risk caused by the havoc of having the open border.

“The more than 7.3 million illegal migrants that have crossed the southwest border under President Joe Biden’s watch has brought stress to communities throughout Pennsylvania with fentanyl overdoses and synthetic opioids. More importantly, we are seeing our taxpayer dollars redirected away from hard working taxpayers who need and use government programs to illegal lawbreakers entering our country, adding to the continuing federal debt and inevitably affecting our state budget.

“To protect our nation and state from further deterioration, Gov. Shapiro must support Texas to secure our nation’s border by deploying the Pennsylvania National Guard to Texas in support of Operation Lone Star.”

MEDIA CONTACT:

Erica Clayton Wright

ewright@pasen.gov

412-334-4856
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		HARRISBURG – Veterans who proudly display their service through military license plates would receive free replacements when the plates wear out, under legislation passed by the Senate today, said sponsor Sen. Wayne Langerholc, Jr. (R-35).

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) waives replacement plate fees for standard and personalized vehicle plates that are no longer legible from a reasonable distance, but charges veterans to replace military registration plates. 

Senate Bill 915 would require PennDOT to automatically reissue military registration plates to eliminate this hurdle for our veterans. If a military registration plate becomes illegible prior to the automatic reissuance, the replacement fee would be waived.

 

“I’m proud to sponsor this legislation that helps our veterans albeit in a small way,” Langerholc said. “They gave so much for our nation it’s time we give back to them.”

The measure now goes to the House of Representatives for consideration.

CONTACT: Gwenn Dando  
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		HARRISBURG – Legislation to protect Pennsylvania’s power grid by increasing fines and penalties against those who intentionally vandalize or attack its critical infrastructure was reported today from the Senate Judiciary Committee, according to Sen. Gene Yaw (R-23), sponsor of the measure.

Under Senate Bill 819, those who willfully damage, destroy, vandalize, deface, or tamper with equipment in a critical infrastructure facility will face a minimum of 3rd-degree felony charges and a fine of no less than $10,000, along with the potential to face civil suits for damages to personal or real estate interests.

“Destabilizing the power grid comes with huge national security risks and doing so should not be taken lightly,” Sen. Yaw said. “Purposeful damage to these facilities can have a far-ranging impact. We need to send a message to those who would attempt to destroy vital infrastructure and hold these bad actors accountable.”

Yaw sponsored the measure after attacks at two electrical substations in Moore County, North Carolina in December 2022.  Law enforcement reports gunfire at the sites cut power to nearby communities, leaving most of the rural region without electricity for days. The FBI and the Department of Homeland Security also warned of increasing threats to the power grid from terrorists both foreign and domestic.

“Losing power not only disrupts our day-to-day activities but can take lives, especially among our most vulnerable populations,” Yaw continued. “We need to do all we can to discourage these criminal acts before tragedy strikes.” 

The bill now moves to the full Senate for consideration.

For more state-related news and information, constituents can visit Senator Yaw’s website at www.SenatorGeneYaw.com or follow him on Facebook and Twitter @SenatorGeneYaw.

CONTACT:

Elizabeth Weitzel

717-787-3280
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		HARRISBURG – The Senate Judiciary Committee advanced two bills today focused on protecting essential infrastructure and unaccompanied minors in casinos, according to the committee’s chair, Sen Lisa Baker (R-20).

Senate Bill 819 would increase the fines and penalties for individuals who vandalize or trespass upon any part of a critical infrastructure facility.

“Increasingly, we encounter threats to our utility infrastructure from international actors. Companies are making substantial investments to provide additional security to protect crucial services to the greatest extent possible,” Baker said. “We are compelled to address power disruptions caused by deliberate acts of vandalism, a situation that is entirely unacceptable. This bill increases the penalties for trespass and vandalism that damages critical infrastructure.”

Senate Bill 1021 would authorize courts to order evaluations and treatment for individuals with gambling disorders and establish penalties and regulations for leaving a minor unattended at a gaming facility.

“Sometimes we are called upon to address situations that strain our understanding. This certainly holds true when a person leaves a young child unattended in a car or hotel room to fulfill their gambling compulsion. The risk to the child is evident, particularly when they are left in a car during extreme hot or cold weather conditions,” Baker said. “The gambling establishments recognize the seriousness of the problem and support our efforts to approve corrective legislation.”

If the bill is signed into law, penalties would be increased, children and youth agencies would be involved and involuntary exclusion from casinos would be invoked. If individuals are found to be violating the self-exclusionary list, they would undergo evaluation for a potential gambling disorder, the results of which could factor into their sentencing.

Both bills are part of the Senate Republican effort to improve community safety across Pennsylvania. The bills now head to the full Senate for consideration.

 

CONTACT:

Cara Laudenslager
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		HARRISBURG – The Senate Education Committee voted today to approve a bill to allow participation in a sport to satisfy a physical education requirement and a bill to allow students to continue attending school while residency disputes are resolved, according to Sen. Dave Argall (R-29), the chair of the committee.

“These bills will both allow students to focus on learning and preparing for their future careers,” said Argall. “Today’s voting meeting continues the important work of this committee to improve our education system.”

Senate Bill 454, sponsored by Sen. Cris Dush (R-Jefferson), would allow students to choose to substitute participation in a sport for their physical education requirement. According to Dush, this bill is intended to free up more time for students to pursue additional academic opportunities, including taking additional classes.

House Bill 663, sponsored by Rep. Jeanne McNeill (D-Lehigh), would require that students continue to attend school while they are the subject of a school district residency dispute. Currently, students can be removed from their school while these issues are resolved, causing significant learning loss. It was approved with unanimous support in the House of Representatives.

Both bills now advance to the full Senate for consideration.

CONTACT: Jim Brugger, 717-787-2637


	
		



	



	
		Dush Legislation Would Make Gym Class Optional for PA Student Athletes
			
				Posted on March 19, 2024			

			


	
		
		[image: ]
		
		HARRISBURG – Sponsored by Sen. Cris Dush (R-25), legislation to allow Pennsylvania student athletes to fulfill physical education (PE) requirements through participation in interscholastic sports (Senate Bill 454), was advanced by the Senate Education Committee on Tuesday.

“This important legislation would clearly give school districts the flexibility to substitute participation in student athletics for physical education,” said Dush. “As a state representative, I was originally inspired to sponsor this bill by a student athlete, Levi Roseman, who was enrolled at Brookville High School. Levi participated in cross-country, indoor track, outdoor track, and golf.  He graduated as a salutatorian but could not complete as many advanced placement courses as he would have liked because of the PE requirement.”

Roseman is now a graduate of Dartmouth College, an Ivy League school in New Hampshire, where he was also a multi-sport student athlete.

Under current law, high school students who participate in varsity sports may be required to take physical education classes. These students are involved in strenuous activities that meet the intent of keeping students fit and active, as well as developing a sense of sportsmanship and camaraderie, which required PE courses are meant to foster.

Senate Bill 454 would enable school board directors to permit students to satisfy PE requirements through their participation in an interscholastic sport. Students would be able to use this extra academic time for either a study hall, to access the campus broadband and library facilities for their homework, or to take additional classwork which would benefit them in preparation for college.

“Since students who are involved in varsity sports are significantly more likely to be higher academic achievers, they are more likely to be involved in advanced placement courses which require significantly more study time,” said Dush. “I have repeatedly spoken to school administrators across Senate District 25 who are supportive of Senate Bill 454, because it encourages both athletic and academic growth. This legislation is specifically intended to give commonwealth school administrators greater flexibility and more options so they can better accommodate outstanding student athletes like Levi.”

Senate Bill 454 now advances to the full PA Senate for consideration. 

CONTACT:  Ty McCauslin, Communications Director at 717-787-7084 or tmccauslin@pasen.gov.
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		HARRISBURG – Sen. Doug Mastriano (R-33) and a majority of his colleagues on the Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee today approved a measure he introduced calling on the governor to deploy the Pennsylvania National Guard along Texas’s southern border with Mexico as part of Operation Lone Star.

“Pennsylvanians have an interest in protecting our nation’s southern border and preventing an influx of immigrants and illegal drugs from reaching our communities,” said Mastriano, who serves as chairman of the committee. “Some of the fentanyl that is killing our kids is arriving from Mexico.”

The committee approved Mastriano’s Senate Resolution 251, which calls on Gov. Josh Shapiro to offer the services of the Pennsylvania National Guard to the state of Texas.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott initiated Operation Lone Star in March 2021 in response to the unprecedented rise in illegal immigration. Operation Lone Star personnel work to detect and repel illegal crossings, arrest human smugglers and cartel gang members, and stop the flow of deadly drugs like fentanyl.

In May 2023, Abbott sent letters to governors requesting support for Operation Lone Star. So far, 14 states – Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Idaho, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming – have responded and deployed personnel and resources to secure the border. 

According to a 2023 report, at least 251,000 illegal immigrants reside in Pennsylvania with an annual burden of more than $1.6 billion on taxpayers.

Illegal immigration costs Pennsylvania taxpayers more than this year’s state budget allocated for the departments of Agriculture, Community and Economic Development, Conservation and Natural Resources, Drug and Alcohol Programs, Environmental Protection, Health, Military and Veterans Affairs, Transportation, Labor and Industry, and State, and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency combined. The cost of illegal immigration is more than double the size of the increase in spending for the Department of Education in this year’s state budget.

The committee also approved Senate Bill 1099, which Mastriano introduced to reauthorize a popular and effective grant program for fire and emergency medical services (EMS) companies. The program is scheduled to expire June 30.

The grant program allocates up to $30 million, with fire companies eligible for grants of up to $20,000 and EMS companies eligible for grants of up to $15,000.

Mastriano’s bill would reauthorize the grant program for 10 years.

The committee also approved Mastriano’s Senate Bill 1101, which would change the way firefighters can obtain certification. Firefighters currently must take a cumulative test after finishing all their training. Mastriano’s bill would enable firefighters to take tests for each training module as they finish them.

“These bills would ensure fire and EMS companies continue to have access to important financial resources while also streamlining the firefighter certification process,” Mastriano said. “The end result will be safer communities for Pennsylvania families.”

Mastriano’s resolution and two bills now head to the full Senate for consideration.

Constituents of the 33rd Senatorial District can learn more about Mastriano by visiting his website at SenatorMastriano.com or following him on Facebook at Facebook.com/SenatorDougMastriano.

 

Media contact: Josh Herman

717-787-4651
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		HARRISBURG – Two bills modernizing the capabilities of athletic trainers in Pennsylvania were passed by the Senate today, according to the sponsor, Sen. Lisa Baker (R-20).

Senate Bill 559 and Senate Bill 560 would give athletic trainers the ability to deliver a wider scope of health care services to more individuals.

In the current law governing athletic trainers, the definition for invasive procedures is undefined and subject to strict interpretation. This can prohibit life-saving techniques such as using an epi-pen or administering a rescue inhaler or insulin. The bills clarify that under a written protocol with a licensed physician procedures such as blister and nail care, administration of Naloxone, and certain medication injections can occur. The bills would also expand the definition of a physically active person to include an individual who participates in a sport, athletic competition, performing art, recreational activity or military exercise.

“In Pennsylvania, athletic trainers are health care professionals who are board-certified and licensed. They deliver their services under the supervision of a licensed physician. However, their scope of practice is limited to exclusively assisting physically active individuals,” Baker said. “The existing definition is outdated and overly restrictive. These bills aim to modernize the definitions to accurately represent the current education, training and certification of athletic trainers, while prioritizing patient safety. Importantly, the services would continue to be administered under the guidance of a physician.”

“Athletic trainers genuinely value Sen. Baker’s recognition of having qualified medical professionals practicing according to their highest capabilities. These bills are crucial as they increase needed access to health care services in the commonwealth by better defining the populations and procedures that athletic trainers are educated to handle in their medical studies,” said Gregory Janik, clinical professor and athletic trainer with the King’s College Athletic Training program. “Pennsylvania currently has 23 accredited athletic training programs – the highest in the nation. These updates will allow graduates to stay and work to their fullest education and capacity right here in Pennsylvania rather than seeking employment in other states.”

The Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society and numerous other health care groups and providers support the bills, which now head to the House of Representatives for consideration.

CONTACT:

Jennifer Wilson
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